BELLARIAXLY

LUCIAN1

The satirist Lucian was born c. AD 115 in Samosata, a town on the Euphrates in Syria.
Whatever his native language was (Aramaic?), all schools in that part of the Roman
Empire taught Greek. He trained in rhetoric, practised as an advocate, spent time in
Athens, Italy, Thrace and Gaul (apparently), became interested in philosophy and
died c. AD 180. His educational interests, training and natural talent gave him a
very wide range of tones, styles and genres with which to mock and attack ‘the
pretensions, excesses, self-contradictions and inconsistencies of the contemporary
world, of the classical past idealised in the schools of rhetoric, and of the world of
myth’ (Hopkinson).

THETRUE HISTORY

We introduce Lucian with an extract from his most famous piece (AAn6A
dinynuarta, or Vera Historia). Announcing it as ‘true’ in the title, he immediately
says itis a complete fabrication: very Lucianic. Its main interest is that it is the first
known work of science fiction. It describes Lucian’s journey beyond the Pillars of
Hercules where, blown of course, his ship is carried by the winds up to the moon.
There the Moon king (Endymion) and Sun king are battling it out to determine who
should colonise the Morning Star. The Sun wins but a peace treaty is agreed.

The passage here draws on the sort of ethnographies that we find, for
example, in Herodotus, describing a wide range of physical peculiarities, customs,
habits, values and practices. These contrast strongly with the Greek world, but
mentions of e.g. colonisation and births from calves of the leg (cf. Zeus gestating
Dionysus in his thigh) locate the reader clearly withinit.



Ruth Cobb

The translation is by Keith Sidwell from his Lucian: Chattering Courtesans and
Other Sardonic Sketches (Penguin, 2004).

The nature of the Moon people
21 /n the absence of women, Lucian decides to return to Earth

These were the peace terms they agreed. At once the wall was demolished and they
returned us prisoners. When we arrived on the moon, our comrades and Endymion
himself came out to meet us and greeted us with tears. Endymion wanted us to stay
there with him and participate in the new colony. He promised me his own son in
marriage.

| must explain that there are no women there. | had no intention of agreeing, but
wanted him to send us back down to the sea below. When he realized that it was
going to be impossible to persuade us to stay, he sent us on our way, after first
giving us a seven-day feast.

Tolautn Wev N eiprvn Eyeveto- eUOUG O¢ Telxog kabnpeito kai NUag toug
aiypalwtoug amedooav. ETel 6€ Aikopeda g thv aeAnvny, uttnvtiadov NUAg kal
notadovto peta dakpuwv ol te taipot kai 6 'Evéupiwv autog. kal o pev néiou
Helval Te Ttap’ autd Kal KoWwVELY TG attotkiag, UTtloXvoUpevog SWaeL Tpog yapLov
1OV €autod Ttaida:

YUVATKEG yap oUK giol Ttap’ autoig. £yw 6& oudap®dg EmtelBopunyv, AN’ f§iouv
amomep@Oival katw &g Thv Baiattav. wg 6€ Eyvw aduvatov Ov TieiBeLy, ATIOTIE PTIEL
NUAG E0TIACAG ETITA NUEPAG.



22-23 How moon-people are born

Aubrey Beardsley

Now | want to tell you the novel and unusual things | noticed during my stay on the
moon. First and foremost is the fact that they aren’t engendered from women, but
from the men. They employ males for marital purposes and in fact don’t even know
the word ‘woman’. Up till the age of twenty-five every individual takes the bride’s
part, and after that he becomes the bridegroom.

Pregnancy occurs not in the womb but in the calf of the leg. The calf thickens when
it receives the embryo. Later on they cut the leg open and bring out the baby dead.
They bring them to life by exposing them to the wind with their mouths open. In
my opinion itis from the moon that Greeks have learned the word ‘calf’, because
there itis the calf that calves instead of the womb.

&€ év @ petadl Statpifwv v T oAV Katevonoa katva kal tapadoéa, tadta
BouAopat eiTtelv. TP@OTA HEV TO WM €K YUVAIK®V YevvaoBal autoug, AN’ ATto TV
AppEVwV- yapolg yap toig dppeat Xpivtal kai oUdE dvopa yuvailkog OAwg iocaaot.
HEXPL LEV OUV TIEVTE Kal €IKOTL ETOV yaETTal £KATTOG, ATIO O€ TOUTWV Yapel auTtog:

KUouol &€ oUK év T vndUl, aA\’ év taig yaotpokvnpialg: €metdav yap cuAAaBn 1o
EUBpuov, TtaxuveTal f KvApn, kat xpove UoTepov AvateLOvTEG E§Ayouat vekpd,
gkBevTeg O AT TIPOG TOV Avepov kexnvota {woTtololaotv. SOKel O€ ot Kai G ToUg
EAAnvag ékeiBev Nketv TG yaotpokvnuiag tolvoua, OTL Ttap’ €KEIvOLg AvTi yaoTpog
KUOOPEL.

The Treemen

My next account, though, is more extraordinary still. There isamong them a race of
people known as the Treemen. They are born in the following manner. They cut off
aman’s right testicle and plantitin the earth. From this there grows up an
enormous tree, fleshy, like a phallus. But it also has branches and leaves.



It bears as its crop acorns a cubit long. When they are ripe, they harvest them and
hatch out the men. However, they have prosthetic genitals - the rich have them
made of ivory, the poor of wood - and it is with these that they mount and have
intercourse with their male consorts. 23 When the individual grows old, he does not
die. He just dissolves into the air like smoke.

Heidov 6& TouTou AAAo Sinyroopat. YEvog €0Ti Ttap’ autoig avlpwTiwy oi KaAoUpevol
Aevdplital, yivetal 6& TovV TpoTIoV ToUTOV. OpXLV AvOpWTIOU TOV HeEI0V ATIOTEPOVTES
€V Y puTteUOUOLY, €K OE aUToU SEVOpoV AvaueTal LEYLOTOV, GAPKIVOV, OlOV
PAaAAOG: €xel O Kal kKAadoug kal (pUAAa-

0 6€ kapTtog €0t BaAavol tnyuaiol 10 peyebog. Eeldbav olv etavo®aty,
TPUYNOAVTEG AUTAG EKKOAATITOUCL TOUG AvBpwttoug. aidola pévtol ipoobeta
£XOUTLV, Ol HEV EAEPAVTIVA, Ol O TTEVNTES AUTOV SUALVA, Kal d1d ToUTwV OXEUOUODL
Kal TtAnotadouaot Toig yaETALG TOIG EQUTMV. 23 ETteldav &€ ynpdaon 0 avBpwTtog, ouk
AmoBvnoKeL, AAN WOoTIEP KATIVOG OLAAUOEVOG Anp YiveTal.

Diet, sexual practices and looks
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Aubrey Beardsley

23-24 Everyone has the same diet. They light a fire and barbecue frogs over the
coals (there are vast numbers of them there, flying around in the air). While the
frogs are cooking, they sit round the fire as if it were a table and feast by gulping
down the vapour of the rising smoke. Such is their solid intake. For drink, though,
they squeeze airinto a cup, and ityields a liquid like dew.



They do nor urinate and defecate. In fact, they do not have orifices in the same
places we do. Boys do not offer their behinds for intercourse, but the backs of their
legs, just above the calf, where they do have an opening.

Among them itis the bald and hairless who are considered beautiful. They evince a
deep disgust at men with flowing locks. On the comets, it’s the other way round:
there they consider the long-haired beautiful. | found this out because there were
some visitors from that region who told me.

Other physical features

Tpopn 6€ TIAoLy ) auTr- Emeldav yap mip dvakauowaotyv, Batpdyxoug OTIT®aLY ETIL
TGOV AvBpdkwv- TToAAoL 6€ Ttap’ alToig 0LV €V T() AEPL TIETOUEVOL: OTITWHEVWVY OE
TiepikabeaBévteg Gotep On Tepl Tpdamedayv KATITOUGLY TOV AVABUHIWIEVOV KATIVOV
Kal ebwyolvtal. oite PeV On TpE@ovTal ToloUTy: TIOTOV OE AUTOIG ETLV ANnp
amoBALBopevog gig KUAIKaA Kal Uypov AVIELG WOTIEP SpOTOV.

oU pnv droupodoiv ye kai agodeuouaty, AN 0UOE TETpNVTAL NTIEP NUEIG, OUSE THV
guvouaiav ol Ttaideg év Taig £6palg TtapEXouaty, AAA’ v Taig iyvuaty UTIEP THY
yaoTpoKvnuiav- EKET yap ioL TETpNUEVOL.

KaAog 6¢ vopidetal tap’ autolg Av Ttou Tig @aAakpog Kal Kopog f, Toug &€ Kopntag
Kal puodtrtovtat. Tt 8& TV KOUNTOV ACTEPWY TOUVAVTIOV TOUG KOUATAG KAAOUG
vopidoualy- ETIESAOUY YAp TIVEG, Ol Kal Tiepl EKelvwv StnyolvTo.

Aubrey Beardsley (?)

They also grow beardsjust above their knees. They have no nails on their feet, but
have only one toe. Above their backsides, each of them has a cabbage which
protrudes like a tail. It's always fresh and doesn’t get damaged when they fall on
their backs.



24 When they blow their noses, what comes out is a very pungent honey. And when
they work hard or take exercise, their whole body sweats milk. In fact, they make
cheese from this, by dribbling in a little of the honey.

A They make a smooth oil from onions which smells as good as myrrh. They have
many water-bearing vines, since the berries on the bunches resemble hailstones. In
my opinion, it’s when the wind blows and shakes those vines that hail falls on us,
because the bunches are broken apart.

B They use their stomachs as pouches, putting in there whatever they need, since
they can be opened and closed again. They don’t seem to have any innards,
excepting only the thick hair with which the inside of their bellies is covered. Their
young withdraw into this when they are cold.

Kal v Kal yévela uouaty HIKpOV UTIEP TA yovatd. Kai dvuxag €V 101G TToaiv oUK
€XOUOLY, AAAA TTAVTEG €V HOVOSAKTUAOL. UTIEP OE TAG TIUYAG EKATT AUTROV
KpAU PN EKTIEPUKE pakpa MoTiep oUpd, BaAlouoa g del kal UTITIOU AVaTTiTITOVTIOG
oU KaTaKAWUEVN.

24 amtoputTovTal O€ PEAL SplpuTatov: KATELdav f Ttov@aty f yupvadwvral, yahaktl
TIAv 10 o@pa idpolaly, MOTe Kal Tupoug att’ autol Ttryvuvtal, OAlyov 1ol péALTog
gmiotasavies:

A €\alov 6¢ Trololvtal Ao TV KPOU UV TIAVU AITtapov Te Kal eUMOeg MoTiep
HUpOV. AUTIEAOUG O€ TIOANAG ExoUaLY USpo@OPOUG: ai yap payeg Tév Botpuwy iolv
woTep xahada, kai, ol Sokelv, ETELdAV EUTIETMV AvepOg dlaoeion Tag AUTEAOUG
gkelvag, T0Te TIpOG NUAG katatittel i xahala Siappayéviwy v fotpuwy.

B T} pévtol yaotpl 6oa mtRpa xpdvtat Tihévieg v alti 0owv d€ovtal: AvoLKTn yap
auTolg adtn Kal TIaAY KAELOTH €0TLV: EVIEPWV O OUSEV UTIApXELV AUTH aivetal, A
100710 povov, 0Tl daceia tdoa évtoobe kai AdAo1og 0Ty, MOTE Kal Ta veoyvd,
ETELdAV Plywan, €¢ Tautnv UTtodUETAL.

The rich, eyes and ears

25 The rich wear clothes of soft glass. Those of the poor are of woven copper, since
those regions are rich in copper. They work the copper by moistening it with water,
as we do with wool. As regards the sort of eyes they have, | hesitate to mentionit, in
case anyone should think that I am lying because the story is so incredible.

None the less, I'll tell you this as well. They have removable eyes and anyone who
wants can take his own out and keep them safe until he needs to see again. Then he
puts them in and has his vision back. Lots of people who have lost their own eyes
borrow those of others to see with. There are some people, the wealthy, who keep a
large store of spares. For ears they have plane-tree leaves, except for the people
grown from acorns. This is the only group to have wooden ones.

25 'EaBng &€ Tolg pev tAouaiolg Uahivy paABakn, Toig Ttévnat 6€ xaAkf uavtn:
TIOAUYaAKa yap Ta €kel xwpla, kai Epydadovtal tov xaAkov Udatt uttoBpefavieg



WOTIEP TA £PLA. TIEPL HEVTOL TV OPOAApY, 0lOUG EXOUTLY, OKVQ HEV EITIETV, UM TIG
1e vopion Yeudeobal dia 1o dmiotov To0 Adyou.

OHwG OE Kail ToUTo Ep@- TOUg OPBAAOUG TIEpLaLPETOUG EXOUTl, Kai O BOUAOHEVOG
£§eAwv ToUg autol @uAdttel 0T dv 6enB) idelv- oUtw b€ EvBEpEVOG Opa- Kal TToAAoL
TOUG G(PETEPOUG ATTOAECAVTEG TIAP AAAWV XpNoApEVOL 0p@alLy. ol & ol kal
TIOAAOUG ATI0BETOUG EXOUTLY, Ol TTAOUGIOL. TA OTA O€ TIAATAVWY PUAAA £€0TiV AUTOIG
TIAAV V€ TOIg ATt TGV Baddvwv: €kelvol yap povol SUAva €xouaty.

Spying on Earth

From the film A Trip to the Moon (1902)

26Inthe king’s palace, | saw yet another wonder. There is a huge mirror positioned
over a shallow well. Anyone who descends into the well hears everything being said
among our people on earth.

If he looks into the mirror, he sees every city and every people as though he were
standing next to them. On that occasion | saw my family and the whole of my native
land, but whether they saw me as well | cannot further securely attest. Anyone who
does not believe that this is the way things are will know that | am telling the truth
if he ever gets there himself.

26Kal unv kai dA\ho Baldpa €v 1oig BaaiAeiolg éBeacapnv- KATOTITPOV HEYLIOTOV
Keltal UTtEP pEatog oU Ttavu Pabéog. av pev olv €ig 10 Ppéap KataBf Tig, Akouel
TIAVTWV TOV TIap NIV €V T YA Aeyopévawy,

£Qv O€ € TO KATOTITPOV ATIOPAEY, TTATAG PEV TTOAELS, TTavta &€ €Bvn Opd hoTtep
E(PETTOG EKAOTOLG TOTE Kal ToUG oikeloug éyw €Beaaaunv kal taoav tnv tatpida, i
O€ KAKEIVOL EUE EWPWV, OUKETL EXW TO ATPAAEG €ITIETV. OOTIG OE TalTa YN TIIOTEUEL
oUTwg EXELY, AV TIOTE Kal aUTOG EKETOE AiknTal, El0ETAL WG AANON Aéyw.

Lucian and his men do finally get back to Earth, where they are swallowed by a
whale ... but thatis only one incident in the continuing story.
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A. Payne Carnett



